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Where is the campus located? 

4950 S. Bowen Rd. Arlington, TX 76017 

When is the first day of class?  What are the school times? 

August 18, 2016 from 7:45 AM-3:45 AM 

If one sibling gets their number called in the lottery, do the others 
automatically get in? 

The lottery process rules are available upon request.  

When and where can we buy uniforms? 

• Visit the Academic Outfitters store in Haltom City 

• 5941 Posey Ln. Haltom City, TX 76117 

• 817-919-8391 or buy from the Academic Outfitters store online (code TX 01637) 

Will sports and music classes be available? 

We teach music, art and theatre as a class.  We have PE every day for all grades.  We 
have recess a minimum of 15 minutes per day.  

Will transportation be available? 

No, we do not have a bus system available at this time. 

What type of backpacks can they use? 

Any backpack except for those with wheels.  Nothing too “flashy”.  Solid colors are 
preferred. 

Will they be allowed to wear outerwear inside the school when they 
are cold? 

Outerwear will only be allowed outside of the campus.  Once inside, uniform policy 
will be in place.  Academic Outfitters has a V-neck pull over and a cardigan sweater 
that will be available for purchase with our logo. 

What is the difference between a public and charter school? 
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A charter school is a publicly funded school (we receive our funds from the State of 
Texas) that caters the curriculum to the child’s needs.  It is considered a public school 
because it is free of cost and does not discriminate on any basis.  

Will high school be available in the future?  

Yes!  Our High School has grades 9-11 and will be moved to our new location for the 
2016-2017 school year. 

Do we do anything different for GT (Gifted and Talented)? 

ILTexas GT program is not a separate or pull out program.  ILTexas’ model is an 
enrichment model where students receive 45 minutes daily of instruction targeted for 
their instructional level.  GT students’ needs will be met within our school model. 

What happens if my child is falling behind on grades? 

Tutoring programs will be offered to students to support students in staying on grade 
level.  Students at our school are already receiving extended instruction, as our 
school day is a little longer.  Teachers will communicate with parents and students on 
academic progress and academic challenges.  

How many students are there in each class? 

In grades K-2, we have 20 students per class with 8 classes for a total of 160 students 
in each of those grade levels.  In grades 3rd-8th we have 6 classes with 24 students in 
each for a total of 144 students in each of those grade levels. 

Where can I voice my opinions, ask questions and check for updates?  

Our website (iltexas.org) has answers to most asked questions.  In addition, we have a 
Facebook account.  Search “International Leadership of Texas.” 
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How does the Dual Language Program work? 

The Two Way Dual Language Immersion Program (DLI) 

Whereas we teach Chinese using the FLES (Foreign Language in the Elementary 
School) model, we teach academic content, English, and Spanish using our Two-Way 
Dual Language Immersion (DLI) model.  Research has proven that DLI is the best 
educational model to produce graduates who can not only speak in at least two 
languages, but read and write at grade level or above in both Spanish and English.  
Here are some features: 

In DLI, the goal is to immerse students in each language 50% of the time.  For the 
2015-2016 school year, we have a 50/50 split in Kinder-3rd grades.  We are using 
modified percentages for 4th-5th.  Since most of our 4th and 5th graders have not been 
previously enrolled in a DLI program, we are not implementing a full immersion model 
in these grades yet.  However, depending on the subject area, students will receive at 
least 10% of their instruction in Spanish.  These percentages will increase as the 
students grow increasingly proficient.  Every year, we will add a grade level reaching 
the 50% mark, until all of our grades K-5th are able to receive 50/50 instruction (5 
year implementation plan.) 

Our program is based upon research showing that students are not only capable of 
learning in more than one language at once, but actually excel under these 
conditions.  The program is known as “two-way” because some students are learning 
English for the first time, while others are learning Spanish.  

Strict separation of the language is observed, so that students are obliged to 
understand and speak both of them.  There is no translation back and forth from one 
language to the other, nor a repetition of lessons.  Each lesson is a continuation of the 
previous lesson.  Children have a natural language-learning capacity, and using a 
second language to learn interesting things at school is a natural way to pick up that 
language. 

All of our teachers are paired.  For every “English” teacher, there is a “Spanish/
Bilingual” partner teacher.  Whereas the “English” teacher serves as the strong 
English model, the “Spanish” or bilingual teacher serves as the strong Spanish model.  
Partner teachers will plan closely together to ensure each lesson builds upon the 
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previous as well as to plan for sufficient scaffolds for learning and bridging 
connections. 

How long does it take to learn a second language? 

It takes most people 5-7 years to become “fully fluent” in a second language and 
children are no different.  What we want and expect of our DLI students is the ability 
to not just speak informally, but read, write and study at high levels in both their 
languages.  We will monitor language development every six weeks using the ACTFL 
Guidelines. 

Will my child in DLI come home with homework in Spanish? 

Homework is an extension of what students are learning in the classroom.  In DLI, 
students are learning through content, thus are likely to have homework in Spanish.  
In many cases, homework will be available in both English and Spanish.  Even if it is 
only in Spanish, homework should be something students can complete independently.  
By encouraging your child to do their best and providing them ample time and a quiet 
learning environment, you are supporting your child with their homework, regardless 
of the language. 

DLI Program Goals 

1. High Academic Achievement 

Through participation in our program, students will develop skills at or above 
grade level in all academic areas. 

2. Bilingualism and Biliteracy 

Students will emerge from our program comfortable and fluent in both Spanish 
and English communication.  They will write and read both languages with 
equal skill. 

3. High Self-Esteem and Sense of Identity 

Through development of their primary/heritage language, students will learn 
to value their cultural background.  By becoming bilingual and bi-literate, they 
will recognize the extent of their own potential. 

4. Cross-Cultural thoughtfulness 
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As they communicate across language barriers, students will also learn to 
respect and appreciate the diversity of people and cultures, a key ingredient 
for developing future international leaders. 

5. Cooperative Problem-Solving 

To help students work well together and value one another, the program 
emphasizes cooperative learning and problem solving. 

What advantages are there for my child in a Dual Language program? 

Students in DLI improve their overall performance and gain superior problem solving 
skills (Bamford and Mizokawa, 1991, Hakuta 1986). 

Students develop multi-cultural awareness that promotes positive attitudes about 
friendships and speaking another language. 

Students refine and analyze their use of their first language.  

DLI facilitates the learning of additional languages, including Chinese! 

Research shows that learning multiple languages improves multi-tasking, problem 
solving skills, boosts cognitive abilities and even delays Alzheimer’s disease symptoms. 

Students who have been in DI for two years or more achieve at levels similar to, but in 
most cases higher than their peers enrolled in other programs (Genesee, 1987; Cloud 
and Hamayan, 2000).  Further, DLI is the most successful program for both ELLs and 
English dominant students as seen in the following study by Collier and Thomas 
(originally published in 2002, but still in progress).  Data collected for this study 
included over 2 million students, 23 school districts, 15 states, from 1982 to present.  


